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UNCLAS ISTANBUL 3172 
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TAGS: PINS, ASEC, TU 

SUBJECT: BOMBING INCIDENT NEAR HOTEL HOUSING US MILITARY PERSONNEL 

1. AT APPROXIMATELY 2240 ON SEPT 24, TWO BASEBALL SIZE BOMBS 
WERE THROWN IN VICINITY OF ATAKOY HOTEL LOCATED IN SUBURB OF 
ISTANBUL WHERE APPROXIMATELY 140 US MILITARY PERSONNEL WERE 
STAYING IN CONNECTION WITH NATO EXERCISE DEEP EXPRESS. 

BOMBS LANDED APPROXIMATELY 25 YARDSFROM HOTEL AT END OF 
HOTEL PARKING LOT. ONE BOMB EXPLODED AND BROKE WINDOWS IN 
UNOCCUPIED MAID'S ROOM. THERE WAS NO FURTHER DAMAGE, AND 
NO INJURY TO PERSONNEL IN HOTEL. TURKISH MANAGER OF HOTEL 
CALLED SECURITY AUTHORITIES, WHO PICKED UP UNEXPLODED BOMB 
AND ARE INVESTIGATING INCIDENT. LEADING TURKISH NEWSPAPER, 

MILLIYET, HAS FRONT PAGE COVERAGE OF INCIDENT IN SEPT 25 EDITION. 

2. RSO IS IN TOUCH WITH ISTANBUL POLICE OFFICIALS. AND WILL 
PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. 
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